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ABSORBING TOPIC
Was the Reported Bombardment of the

Port of Matanzas.

THE NAVY DEPARTMENT KNOWS NOTHING,
And II' Kuril nit Important Engagement as is Reported to llavo

'i'akon riuco Occurred Secrotnry Long Bellores lie would h»TO
liad Some Slight Intimation of It. Three new Ualtlosliips
1'rovliled for.Eight Largo Steam'ers Chartered to Coarey
Itoops for the Inrasion of Cuba.

WASHINGTON", D. C.Aprtl 28..THE
B1IELUNG OF THE MATANZAS
BATTERIES WAS THE TOPIC OF
absorbing interest through-
OUT NAVAL and official cir¬
cles GENERALLY TO-DAY. IT
WAS DISCUSSED ON THE BASIS OF
THE PRESS REPORTS FROM KEY
WEST, AS THE NAVY DEPART¬
MENT RECEIVED NO INFORMA¬
TION WHATEVER ON THE SUB¬
JECT. SECRETARY LONG SAID AT
4 O'CLOCK THIS AFTERNOON AS
HB CLOSED UP HIS OFFICE WORK
OF THE DAY, THAT NO REPORT
HAD BEEN RECEIVED FROM AD¬
MIRAL SAMPSON NOR WAS THE
NAVY DEPARTMENT ADVISED IN
ANY WAY OF THE SHELLING OF
MATANZAS.
MR. LONG ADDED THAT HE
FELT NO DISPOSITION TO KEEP
FROM THE PUBLIC ANY NEWS
CONCERNING SUCH AN IMPORT
ANT AN EVENT AS A NAVAL EN¬
GAGEMENT OR A BATTLE. WHILE
IT WAS ESSENTIAL THAT FUTURE
STRATEGIC MOVES SHOULD BE
GUARDED WITH THE GREATEST
CARE. YET MR. LONG MADE IT
CLEAR THAT TRIS DID NOT AP¬
PLY TO EVENTS AFTER THBY HAD
ACTUALLY OCCURRED,FOR AS TO
BATTLES AND THEIR ATTENDANT
CASUALTIES HE RECOGNIZED
THAT THE PUBLIC WAS ENTITLED

, TO KNOW WHAT HAD OCCURRED.
THE SECRETARY SAID THAT IN

THE ABSENCE OF ALL OFFICIAL
INFORMATION HE WAS INCLINED
TO BELlfcVE THAT THE SHELLING
WAS CONFINED TO THE, EX¬
CHANGE OF A FEW SHOTS AND
DID NOT ASSUME THE PROPOR¬
TIONS OF A REGULAR BOMBARD¬
MENT. WHEN HIS ATTENTION
WAS DIRECTED TO REPORTS
THAT THE SHELLING WAS THE
RESULT OF DIRECTORDERS FROM
THE PRESIDENT, THE SECRE¬
TARY SAID THIS WAS NOT SO AS
THE PRESIDENT WAS GIVING NO
DIRECT ORDERS ON ANY OF
THESE MOVEMENTS.

XVnr Fund Kxhanstcd.
The navy department has completely

c«6ed its purchase of ships for conver¬
sion Into war vessels owing to the ex¬

haustion of the 550,000,000 war fund. It
13 confidently expected that Congress
will come to the relief as the depart¬
ment is still in need of auxiliary vessels.
The news of the safe arrival at Liver¬

pool, of the big American sailing ship
Shenandoah was gladly recelvod at the
department. Consul Boyle, at Liver¬
pool, forwarded the information.
The Port Royal dry dock, according

to welcome official information would
be accessible to warships, even the big¬
gest of the fleet, should thoy meet with
accident during the oampaign. The re¬
port from the constructor in charge
shows that the entrance to the dock Is
now dredged and clear. The work of
dredging the basin is still in progressand wh'le this Is not absolutely neces-
sary It Is extremely deBirable in order
to Insure the safety of the ships In dock¬
ing and the department is endeavoring
to hasten the contractors in their work.
They estimate that about fifteen days
more will suffice to complete It.

Three Xrw llntllcalUp*.
The board of bureau chiefs met to-day

to begin the consideration of the plans
for the three new battleships authorized
by the naval appropriation bill, and
progressed eo far that circulars will be
fcent out to-morrow Inviting bids fromthe ship buildere. The vessels will.be
In the main similar to the battleshipIllinois now building at Newoprt News.They will be about 12,COO displacement,'5 feet beam, 23% feet depth, 10 knots
'.speed, will be covered with heavy ar-
mor and armed with 13 and G-lnch gunsin addition to numerous secondary bat¬
teries.

It can be stated authoritatively thatthere is no present prospect of a changein the head of the navigation bureau.The present efficient chief, CaptainCro;vnlnshIeld, thought anxious to takeh'j place In the fighting line, has yield-hlH personal ambitions to the urgentOfnjands of Secretary Long and thePresident, and will remain at his post.He i, in good health notwithstanding the
severe strain to which he has been sub¬jected.

Preparing for Invaaloii.
A rather striking situation of the Im¬

minence of the Invasion of Cuba was
contained in the chartering to-day by

war department of eight large
steamers of nn average capacity of-tout 2,000 tons and able to carry fromWO to 1,200 passengers each. These areto be used as transports for the convey¬ance of the Aral military expedition toCuba. The names of the boats are theOlivette and the Florida, of the
£"»»t line now in tho gulf, theSouthern Pacific Company's stea-m''1, Arkansas, tho New TorkQnd Texas Company's vessel Co-

now at New York, and tho Malo-jno, now en route to the gulf; and threeships of the Boston merchant andminers line in Baltimore, the Allegheny,yn Uerkshlre and tho Decatur Miller,
ti# «I)r,co for theso vessels is from
, K.

,0 *1D'0OO for the thirty days forwhich they are ongaged. Thoy will beVKf'n charge of by fho quartermaster's^I^tnwnt at the earliest possible mo-

/-.encral Shafter In command of the.nited States troops now concentratedt New Orleans, hns been in consultu-u°tj with the officials to-day as to

the execution of plans of tho campaign,
wS^ers clvc" him cannot be

made public.
The President and cabinet will consld-

I11® ,arB<> nUmber 0* HPPll-
(^tlons that have been made for an-
polnttnent to the posts of major general

,.gc2enu' lu'd th'-re '» «"n«
expectation that he will bo able to nomi¬
nate a few of these officers to-morrow.

General L«e*» VliU.
General Fltzhugh Lee arrived here

late to-day, after a ten dais visit to his
family in Virginia With him came

?..^nero8,^thue young Cuban
rescued from Cabanas, who has been

sharM^h °£ Jl1" I'ee- The Eeneral
. ^ publlc Interest in the

"Port of the shelling of Matanzas. He

£,.« XiS i?. clty fr«iuently, ami

Tnd fh»mi fSr " ,'he Iay ot "e land
and the defenses. He said the batteries
wero antiquated and were not likely to
offer any formidable resistance. Gen¬
era^Lee will call at the state depart-

'°-":?rro'v, morning. Being mill
an official he asked to be excused from
discussing the war situation, and wa>
very rellcent concerning his prospec¬
tive appointment as major general.
General Lee says he has not wet re¬
ceived a challenge to fight a duel sent

L'eutenant Do Carranza, late naval
attache at Washington. It Is understood
tnat three or four people hove offered
to accommodate Lieutenant Carranza if
he desires a meeting-.
Tho French embassy has received a

cable dispatch from the foreign office at
Paris, announcing that a decree of neu¬
tral ty between the United States and
Spain has been Issued and fhat a de¬
tailed copy will be forwarded by mall
°nJf!6 r«c'Pt °« the dispatch the
French ambassador, M. Cambon, wrote
to the state department informing them
it iraJc? neutrality. The cable no-
' "'s Wet stating only that the de¬
cree follows the treaty of Paris in 1S58
The state department has also been In¬
formed that Mexico, Argentine Bepub-
neutrntif11, "nv* proclaimed
neutrality. Korea's neutrality Is con¬

fix? Il?P0r,ta,,t. owing to her prox-
imltf to the Philippines.
The state department has heard noth¬

ing from Germany, but this causes no
apprehension, owing to the strong as-

Germany has given that she
will observe strict neutrality between

''V"1 belligerents. This assurance
was conveyed to Ambassador Whlto
and Is looked upon as practically equlv-

V°rmal declaration of neu¬
trality. Germany, Austria and Portu-
gal are the last of the important Eu¬
ropean nations to declare their attitude.

Portucal Will bo .Vculrnl.
The apprehension as to Portugal's

course was considerably removed to¬
day, by the call of Viscount De Santo-
Thyrso, who gave strong assurances to
the state department that Portugal
would remain strictly neutral. The Por¬
tuguese minister expects the official

declaration almost hourly. Although
Portugal explains her delay on the
ground that the declaration ot war was
not made until tho 24th Inst., vat Great
Britain declared neutrality with un¬
usual promptness. The effect of Great
Britain s speedy action was to force the
Un ted States fleet to leave Hong Kong
while the effect of Portugal's delay has
been to permit the Spanish fleet to re¬
main at the Cape Verde Islands, Thus
spoedy action In tho first case was
narmful to American interests, while
delayed action In the second case was
equally harmful to American interests.
Attention is now being centered on

the course of Austria. Her delay In de¬
claring neutrality causes no material
inconvenience, aa Austria has no ports
at which Spanish ships can take refuge
but It discloses that Austria's strong
tendencies are with Spain, owing to the
dynastic relations between the thrones'
of Austria and Spain.

'I'ho Toiinnxo Tnx.

Foreign governments through their
representatives at Washington, arc be¬
ginning to show much'concern over that
feature of the war tariff bill now be¬
fore Congress, which increases tho ton-

on trans-Atlantic shipping to
? P:il t°n. It is said this lnerea»o is

far «kS?fP«r Ce"1, 11,6 pre,en< rate be¬
ing about three cents per ton and that

entire burden of the 800 per
cent Increase falls on the trans-Atlantic

Great Britaln- Germany,
.trance and one or two other commor-
c a nat|ons. A leading diplomatic ofll-.
Cial Stated to-day tliat, roughly speak-

t!li -Atlantic trade was car-
riea on by about one hundred Amerl-
fu11 ®teamah,P». and about. 4,000 Brit¬
ish, French, German and other forden
steamships so that the heavy tonnage
isnJTJ? ?e insignificant,
.u,

-American stoamslilpa, while

ilrrn .1 ? Vory onor°us against for-

ftij'fPlnf' A trans-Atlantlo liner
of 10,000 Ions, ho said, would pay at 20a
per ton, 12,000 over. time It eWered an
American port. Thns far, however .

ZZt r"?n I"" bPe" tuken on thc
subject by foreign nations, and It does

s0L\MW sueh omclal nc,1°n
is possible as tho heavy tonnage tax is
considered a war expedient which for¬
eign shipping must bear so long as they
use American ports. There arc lntlma?
tlons, however, that It may have the
effect of diverting shipping away from

n!$10 IIftlirax, Montreal
and other Canadian ports.
In other respects the Avar tariff hlii

^ranrt",'»l«a"cmioa foreign quor!
iers ns the main course of taxation i«?

whlhf duMoa rdonJoat,c consumption,
prnctl^ly unchonoS lmP°n6 "maln

A WAENINO
A« to Spnntih Hplci Who nrc Hilled to do

Dmtnrdly Worli.
ATLANTA, Ga., April 28..Dr. Long,

who Is a prominent physician of Good
IIopp, in Wnlton county, and in known
to tho governor, writes as follows:
Governor WVY. Atkinson, Atlanta.
DlSAIt Bin:.I write to Inform youthat two Spanish spies pasaod through

tills vicinity yesterday, going south.
Their Intentions ore to blow up the
bridges and trains loaded with United
States so)dlers when en route to Key
'West and other places south.

I hops you will not let this bo un¬
noticed as thef blew up our battleship.
Please Inform the department It has
also been ascertained that they Intend
to employ negroes to work In front.
With success to the cause and free¬

dom of Cuba, I remain,
(Signed.) JAMES U LONG, M. D.

WILL AWAIT DEWEY.
The Bpanlnrdi Bald to b* Concealed In
Bnblg Uay Laying far (he American PA*
cltla Nqumdron.
NEW YORK, April 28.-A dispatch

from London says news comes from
Madrid that tho Spanish fleet under
Admiral Montjo, which left Manila on

Mbnday, haa put Into Sublg Bay, where
it will await the coming of Admiral
Dewey.
The American fleet roust pass the bay

on Its way to Manila. The first navnl
battle will probably bo fought at this
point. Sublg Bay Is north of Manila
and offers natural advantages for the
concealment of the hostile fleet.
Unless Admiral Dewey shall receive

some Information of Montjo's move¬
ment, the Americans aro threatened
with a sudden attack. Montjo is reck¬
less and the report that he toaa fled
from Dewey's fleet is probably a ruse
to concoal his real purpose.
The navy department does not expect

news from Admiral Dewey and the Pa¬
cific squadron before Saturday.

MADRID, April 28..An official dis¬
patch from Manilla received to-day says
the Spanish squadron, which has taken
up a position several miles from Ma¬
nilla, is still awaiting {he arrival of the
United States squadron under the com¬
mand of Hear Admiral Dewey.
The governor's proclamation appeal¬

ing to the patriotism, honor and reli¬
gious prejudices of the Spaniards and
otherwise inciting them to animosity
against the Americans is said to have
had a great effect upon the people who
are alleged to be volunteering in large
numbers.

FIRST BLOODSHED
In tho W»r-Th# ."tloultorTerror Lands n

Hlch Prtzo After a Hard Chase.Eight
Spaniards on tho Capto red Guido
Wonndeit.
KEY WEST, Flo., April 28..(7:40 a.

m.).The United States monitor Terror,
Captain H. Ludley, captured the big
Spanish steamer Guido, bound from
Corunna, Spain, for Havana, early yes¬
terday. The prize had on board a large
cargo of provisions and money intend¬
ed for the Spanish troops in Cuba. The
capture took place ten miles off Carde¬
nas, after a desperate chase, during
which the Terror and the gunboat Ma-
chlas fired, almost blowing the Span-
lard's pilot house Into the water.
Tho Spanish steamer Guido, Captain

Alegln, is a vessel of 2,0G5 tons net,
owned by the navigation company of
Bilbas. She was built at Belfast in
1893, is 3G0 feet long, has forty-one foot
beam and is twenty-six feet deep. The
Guido left Liverpool on April 2, and
Corunna on April 9, for Havana.
The Terror was alone when the Guido

was sighted, and she Immediately gave
chase. After a blank shot had been
flred to order the steamer to heave to.
the Spaniard put out all her lights and
llred up in an attempt to escape. Tho
Terror, ploughing after her, brought
her slx-pounde.* to bear upon the
steamer and llred shot after shot at the
latter, nearly all of which took effect
on the Guldo's pilot house. One man In
the pilot house was Injured, but how
seriously has not been learned. . *

The Machlas, which was some dis¬
tance away, heard the sound of the fir¬
ing, came up and brought her four-Inch
rifle Into play, firing one shot which
failed to hit the Spaniard. This, how¬
ever, brought her to, and Lieut. Qualt¬
rough and a prize crew were put on
board of her, and brought the prize in
here this morning. The money captur¬
ed is In an iron safe. The amount Is not
known. The Guido Is one of the richest
prizes captured.
It is estimated that the Guido, with

her cargo, 1s worth $<00;000.
Tho First Bloodshed.

NEW YORK, April 28..A special dis¬
patch to the Evening World, from Key
West, recounting the pursuit and cap¬
ture of the Spanish steamer Guido by
the monitor Terror, says that two sol¬
id shot struck the Guido. The first, a
six pound missile, carried away the pi¬
lot house, the second a boat, and tho
third the compass. The Machlas flred
her four-Inch rifle. His ship's steering
gear disabled, Captain Alegln, accord¬
ing to the World's correspondent, hur¬
ried his men aft to tho wheel. But In
the momentary delay the Terror had
rained upon him, while ahead, ready to
Intercept him should he continue his
fight, was the gunboat Machlas. Then
only did the Spaniard give up. But
even at the last he would not lower the
red and yellow which floated at the
stern. He simply ordered his engines
stopped and lay to, until the Terror
sent a prize crew on board.
The Guido was taken to Key West by

Lieutenant Edward F. Qualtrough and
Ensign Wlllard.
Eight Spaniards- were wounded by

splinters mado by tho impact of tho
Terror's shots. This Is the first blood¬
shed on board ship. So soon as the
men from the Terror were on board tho
Guido the stars and stripes were ralsod
above the Spanish flog, and, with Lieu¬
tenant Qualtrough In command, the
prize was brought Into port.
The Guido is the richest prize so for.

She 1b roughly valued at $400,000, aside,
from the specie she has on board. Tho
amount of this is not known, as It Is In
a big Iron safe, which has been sea If:d
and will not be opened until the prize
court has formally condemned the ves¬
sel.'

flfUST BE A FAKE
No Information Ilccnlreil at Nary Depart¬
ment abunt tho UroutidliiK of U.fl. War-
shift.
WASHINGTON, D. C., April 28..No

information of tho grounding of one of
our warships was received either by tho
Presldont or tho secretary of the navy
to-night, and so fur as could be learn¬
ed-no such dispatch had reached the
navy department.
An examination of the , best Cuban

map of the war department falls to
show any point on tho coast called Dl-
mas, the nearest approach to It beingPoint Dlamcnte, on the northern coast
of Plnar del Bio province, a short dis¬
tance west of Havana and in Oio
blockaded zone. No advicos from Cal»-

THE SCENE SHIFTS.
Spanish Ships Now Reconnoitering in the

Mediterranean.
1

AMERICAN VESSELS ARE IN DANGER.

GIBRALTAR, April 28..The Spanish torpedo boat destroyer
Destructor and the torpedo boats Habana and Barcelona continue re¬

connoitering in the straits of Gibraltar and the neighboring waters of
the Mediterranean.

It is alleged that they arc seeking an American yacht, the Fleur dc
Lis, a warship which it is supposed the United States has purchased
from Italy, and also ships carrying sulphur to America. Some of the
latter have been warned and changed their course, while it is reported
that the Fleur de Lis has put into Lisbon for safety.
The sudden departure of the British cruiser Charybdis yesterday,

caused the greatest excitement. It was supposed an encounter was

imminent and that she intended to maintain neutrality in these waters.
A special land guard was mounted and preparations made to train the
guns. The Charybdis fired a single shot to warp possible trespassers.

To-night the Destructor stopped several merchantmen south of
Europa Point An American merchantman is expected to try to take
refuge here some time before daylight. '

tain Sampson regarding the bombard-
ment ot Matanzai was received up to a
late hour.

FIRST BIG~NE\VS
Expected from the Philippine!, "Where
Admiral Dewey 1« Kxpecled to Enjige
the EnemT.
WASHINGTON, D. C., April 23.-Na-

val circles look to the Philippines for
the first big war news. Admiral Dew¬
ey, naval officers say, either must take
a port In the Philippines and make It a
base of supplies and a temporary home
for his ships, .or head his fleet straight
across the Pacllic fSr San Francisco.
It Is expected that the other Euro¬

pean powers holding possessions on

the Chinese coast will adopt Great
Britain's rules as to the conditions un¬
der which the ships of belligerent pow¬
ers may shelter in their ports.. No mat¬
ter how well Inclined toward the Uni¬
ted States. China undoubtedly will be
obliged, under European pressure, to
Join in the same practice. Thus Admir¬
al Dewey will And that having secured
one supply of coal at a port belonging
to one of tht'se powers that port will be
practically closed to his ships, for he
would not be permitted to enter them
attain for the same purpose within
three months, a space of time that
would more than consume the amount
of coal that can be carried, on ship¬
board. This fitato ot affairs strongly
accentuates the unwise policy that has
prevailed in the past ot falling to secure
coallnn stations in remote parts of the
world, like Asia. Admiral Dewey be¬
cause of this policy, is under the neces¬
sity now of capturing a port from the
enemy in which he may stay as long as
he pleases and his position consequent¬
ly is much more perilous than that ot
the Cuban blockading squadron.
The Admiral is believed to have sailed

at 2 o'clock yesterday from Mlrs Bay,
China, for the Philippines. Assuming
that- his squudron is traveling at the
prescribed speed of ten knots, it is cal¬
culated at the navy department that he
should occupy about sixty hours in the
passage to Manila, which will bring
him off that port early Saturday morn¬

ing It is probable that If the Spanish
deet can be driven into any harbor un¬
der the protection, of the batteries. Ad¬
miral Dewey will detach some of his
ships to blockade the port to keep them
there while using another part of his
small force to seize and occupy with
native assistance, some unfortified port
as a base.

THE WAR LOAN,
Secretary G«a« S»y* YorkFinanciers
Will Aid the Government.Profit to he
Put Aalde for PntrJotl»m.
WASHINGTON. D. C. April 28.-Sec-

retary Gage returned this morning from
New York, where he had a conference
yesterday, with prominent bankers, in
regard to the proposed bond issue for
raising a war fund.
In speaking to-day ot the conference

the secretary said the principal purpose
of his visit to New Tork was to obtain
from representative financiers and cap¬
italists their views on the proposed
bond issue. He had no definite propo¬
sition to make and none was expected
from the bankers. The result of tho
conference, however, was eminently
satisfactory. All seemed disposed to
do anything and everything possible to
give any needed financial support to the
government in the present emergency.
Although there would be no financial
Inducement for capitalists to invest In
3 per cent bonds when the time loans
were bringing 6 per cent and even more,
the question of profit would bo put to
one sldo and whatever assistance the
government needed would be forthcom¬
ing. All favored the popular loan
idea, and thought that the people
should be given an opportunity to in¬
vest in the issue.

PORTO RICAN SITUATION.
Four Bpaulih Gnuhonu Belnff Painted,
War Color*.Martial L»w Proclaimed.
A Hint* of Pimlc Prerntla.

(Copyright, 189S, by tho Associated Proas.)
ST. THOMAS, West Indies, April 28.

.Porto Rlcan advices received here to¬
day, say that four Spanish gunboats
are at San Junn de Porto Rico. They
nre being painted black or possibly
dark gray.
Martial law has been proclaimed In

Porto Rico and it is being enforced In
a tyrannical manner. Crowds of people
are leaving for the Interior and the cap¬
ital Is almost (Inserted by the civilian
population,
The military authorities are most ac¬

tively engaged In preparing for the de¬
fense of the Island. Thirty-four torpe¬
does have been planted In the mainchannel. They nre controlled' fromMorro Cnstlc. In addition, an old steam¬
ship has been minlc across tho harbor
entrance, the buoys in the channel linvoboon altered, and, from Monday last,

after the news of the blockade of Ha¬
vana reached there, accompanied by a
report that Cuban capital had been
bombarded, all the lights were ordered
.to be extinguished at night.
The French residents, when these ad¬

vices left San Juan, were seeking re¬
fuge on board the French cruiser Ad¬
miral Rlgault de Genoullly.
An "American sugar estate, It Is an¬

nounced, was plundered after the ret
celpt of the news of the declaration ots
war between Spain and the United
States. The British consul at Son Juan
who has charge of American Interests,
has cabled to his government request¬
ing that a British warship be sent to
that port.
Danger Is apprehended from the in*

competent and youthful volunteers of
Porto Rico. They are armed with Mau¬
ser rifles and are displaying consider¬
able war enthusiasm.
Aroclbob Bay, on the west ooast of

the island, has been planted with tor¬
pedoes from the signal station to a
point about one mile west of it There
are many Spanish volunteers here and
on their way to Porto Rico.
Spanish steamers landed at Maya-

guez, seventy miles from San Juan,
on Wednesday, a quantity of arms and
ammunition, and there was a similar
landing of supplies at San Juan on
Thursday.
Besides this, about 5.000 tons of pro¬

visions were landed at San Juan on
Sunday last.
The warehouses of Porto-Rico are re¬

ported to be full of provisions and the
Spanish authorities say they can stand
a siege ot-two-months.
All the coast lights have now been or¬

dered to be extinguished.
No United States war ships are

known to be In the vicinity of Porto1 Rico.

PORTUGAL'S ORDERS
Aato Movements oC Ploclt ivai not Inter-

prrtnl Corrrc:ly.
LISBON, April 28..It appears upon

investigation that the announcement
made by the Ofllcial Gazette to-day stop¬
ping the dispatch of telegraphic Infor¬
mation regarding the movement of wor¬
ships only applies to continental ports,
the Azores and?Madelra, and appar¬
ently the Cape Verde Islands are ex¬
empt.

I'ERRIFIC EXPLOSION
Of ft New JrpMjr Powder Pl uit.Six Men
Torn to Dentil i»ud Fonr Serloumly Ih-
Jnrert..Immwnttlon for tUo Govern¬
ment Gnu* lip In HnioUr.
EASTON, Pa., April 28..The town of

Dover, in Morris county, N. J., "and the
country within a radius of twenty miles
was startled this afternoon by a series
of terriflc explosions, the first of which
occurred at 2:10 o'clock. The explosions
occurred in the Atlantic Powder Com¬
pany's works, and the plant is how a
mtiss of ruins.
Six .workmen were killed, Alfred Ra-

rick, William Stumpf, Casper Ray,
David Scheer, Wllllnm Haycock and
Ellas Abers, all married and leavingfamilies, and four others were seriously
Injured, some probably fatally. Their
remain© have not yet been removed.
The works were situated in an Isolated

spot seven miles out in a rough country
from Dover. There were ten buildingsin the group and all have been destroy-
ed, caused. It is thought, by a epark
from chc pipe of a careless smoker. The
concussion set off the explosives In other
packing houses nearby. Debris and
burning timbers of the wrecked build¬
ings were carried high Into the air and
fell in a shower over the remaining
buildings, setting fire to tho main fac¬
tory and the other five packing houseu
and the two shell houses. In a brief
time the explosives in these buildings
were set off and left death and destruc¬
tion in their wake.
The works have boen running night

and day turning out orders for the
United States government and a )arge
amount of ammunition ready for ship¬
ment was stored tri the packing house*.
Thl3, with all other explosives was com-
pletely destroyed. The scene presented
at the place was terrible. People who
felt the Phock8 and saw the flames of the
burning structures flocked to the plaec
for mllea around, but could render* no aid
to the injured. People were terrified
and held back In constant fear of other
explosions.
A few men who were In the building

managed to escape and they ran about
the country bewildered. They could

rfglve no Intelligent account of the enure
of the explosion. When the wives and
relatives of the employes of the factory
approached the burning buildings the
scene was heartrending.

It was near 5 o'clock before the ruln.s
had cooled off sufficiently to be ap¬
proached and before the onlookers could
be Induced to go near the spot.
The bodies of the dead were horribly

mangled. The head was missing from
some while here and there lay legless
and armless trunks. Many of the in¬
jured were cut und maimed so badly
that some of them cannot recover. The
Ipsa cannot be learned at this writing.

Wrntlioi' Furefliwt fnv To-ilny.
For West Virginia, Western Pennsyl¬

vania and Ohio, cloudy weather and
showers; warmer; light southerly, winds,

THE REAL THING.
II AppaaraThat lu Ipltaof Official Do«bU
JMatnotaa wii 8lulled, and tha K«rtU.
works OtMrorMl*

(Copjrrlght, WS, by the Associated Press.)
ON THE FliAqSHIP OFF HAVANA.

April 28, 10 a. m., via Key West, April
2ft,.Tho bombardment of the Matansaa
butterlee Is now a mailer of history/'
The flagship hou returned to her station
off EI Morro.
Already briefly staled In those dia^

patches, tho bombardment accomplished
Its purpose, and that without any loss of
life on tho American side. It If^be-
lleved tho Spaniards must have sustain*
ed some loss of Ufe In addition to having
their nearly completed earthworks and.
fortifications lorn up by the explosion
of shells. Tho capture of the city was'
not at all contemplated, tho object be¬
ing to slop tho erection of tho batteries, *

This engagement, the first in which,
the United StAtes has participated for-
about thirty years, occurred quite unex¬
pectedly. Tho New York was lying,
about twenty mllos east of Havana yea-:
terday morning when Rear Admiral
Bampson decided to steam to Matanxas.
At the entrance to the harbor the mon-
ltor Puritan and the cruiser Cincinnati
met the flagship.
A Btltf wind was blowing and the

waves poured over the low bow and-
stern of the monitor. At slow speed the
flagship proceeded toward the harbor,
the Puritan following half a mile astern
and the Cincinnati about two miles to
the westward. Rear Admiral Sampson
and Captain Chadwlck stood on the
high bridge, carefully surveying the
forts which had had the lemerlty to flre.
on the United States topedo boat Foote.*
When about three miles from Punta
Gordo the extreme point of the eastern
nrm of the harbor, a long yellow streak
was seen on shore. It looked like a-
newly erected earthworks. Closer In¬
spection revealed a number of men clus¬
tered around the shore. Still the New,York steamed slowly ahead until it was
ascertained without any doubt that the
Spanish troops were busy In erecting'
what seemed to be a sand battery and
had already gotten several guns into po-
stion.
Rear Admiral Sampson decided that

this was detrimental to a pacific block¬
ade. "General quarters" was sounded.
Tho men rushed to their guns. When
the New York was about 4,000 yards
from Punta Gordo her helm was put'to
starboard and "commence firing," the
bugler.blew. *Naval Cadet Roone. In
charge of "waist," the S-lnch gun amid¬
ships on the port side, had the honor of
firing the first shot. The flagship shook
from stem to stern as the first prrjwtile
aimed by the United States at the shoro
of Cuba flew from the muzzle of the big
gun. This was at 12:56 p. m.
Fifty pairs of glasses were leveled

from the flagship at the shot. It seem¬
ed minutes before the yellow smoke
cleared away, but in reality It was less
than five seconds. Then a little cloud of
dust.was seen to rise at the right of the
earthworks. For^tjie first attempt at
4,000 yards it was by no'fneans a bad
shot. Without the aid of glasses the ob¬
jective point could be' clearly defined.
With a deafening roar the 8-Inch gun In
the forward turret let fly Its iron mis¬
sile. It landed high. The after turret
came next with the same sized projec¬
tile. A shout of delight went up froiD
the flagship as a dense cloud rose slowly
from the very center of the earthworks,
showing how true had been the aim.
Then from the entire port side a fear¬

ful fusllade was poured on the shore, the
four turret guns firing almost simulta¬
neously and the 4-Inch guna adding
their smaller hall. When the smoke
blew away Punta Gordo was dotted with
dust clouds that looked like miniature
geysers springing suddenly from the
earth. Each showed where a shot had
struck.
At this stage the guns in the Quintas

da Recreo battery were observed to be
firing on the flagship. This fort is on
the eastward arm of the harbor, 7,000
yards from where the flagship was ly¬
ing. It was provided with four 8-inch
gains. The flagship fire was at once di¬
rected upon it. Up to this period the
New York had been in the firing alone.
Captain Harrington on the Puritan and
Captain Chester on the Cincinnati had
drawn up and were vigorously signal¬
ling for permission to fire. When this
was reported to Rear Admiral Sampson
he said: "All right; tell them to go
ahead."
So while the New York was commenc¬

ing flre on Quintas da Recreo, the Puri¬
tan took a position to the eastward and
opened on the same point The Cincin¬
nati went to the westward and pounded
a rapid flre broadside into the earth¬
works on Punta Gordo. Occasionallyshots from Quintas da Recreo could be
seen coming In the direction of the New
York. All fell very short and at no
time threatened the ship. Only about
ten shots are believed to have been fired
from this battery. It is possible that Its
guns may have been disabled, as two 8-
Inch shells were distinctly seen to land
squarely in the fort. Its distance from
the ship was so great and the smoke
which the wind took In its direction so
thick that it was hard to judge the ef¬
fect of tho flre and etlll harder to got
good aim. For about five minute*
Quintas da Recreo got tho full benefit
of the port broadsides of the New York
and Puritan. What its ultimate fato
would have been Is hard to tell had not
attention been diverted from It by, a
shell from Punta Gordo that whlzzeff
over the New York and fell a little short
of the Cincinnati.
Leaving Quintas da Recreo to the ten*

der mercies of the Puritan, which wao
still merrily banging away, CaptainChadwiok put his helm to starboard un¬
til tho port bnttery once more bore on
the Punta Gordo earthworks. Another
shell came from shore, whizzing along
over the flagship. "Too high, but n bet-
tor shot than I thought they could
make." said an officer. Then the Cin¬
cinnati nnd tho" New York poured shot
Into tho yellow earthworks and tho sur¬
rounding land until the smoke hid
everything from view. What became of
the soldiers seen on Punta Gordo is not
known. Some declared they saw thorn
running to the brow of the hill, whoro
the field battery was thought to be sta¬
tioned. But this, as well as tho estimate
of the enemy's number, which rangedfrom 400 to 4,000, was purely supposi¬tion, distance and smoke preventing ac¬
curate knowlodge.

CAPE VERDE FLEET

orspnliiftt la Rxprctcil Will Salt to-day,
l'aymaatera Hottllng.

ST. VINCENT, Cape Verde Islands,
April 2S, 3:08 p. m.-Although the Span¬
ish squadron is still at anchor here, it Is
believed tho warships will probably sail
to-morrow as the paymasters lmvo been
settling up accouutu to-da»


